CASTE   AND    CUSTOMS
of .Britain was rife with corruption not so very long ago.
Th^ infamous treaty which Clive made with "ilir J'afar,
and his betrayal of Amirchand, are too well known to bear
repetition. The selfish policy of the East India Company
was a sordid foundation-stone for the connection of Britain
with India. Some of the civil servants in India in the
early days feathered their nests very comfortably with
bribes and similar ill-gotten gains, and their pay had to
be raised to put a stop to this custom,
At home, things were just as bad, for bribery was taken
for granted, and the country was governed by a Parliament
of whose members many were elected from pocket boroughs,
and others only attained the House of Commons by wading
through a sea of drink. But England has been saved from
these things, so that, at the present time, the Britisher,
with all his faults, is respected throughout the world for
even-handed and honest justice. The student of modern
history cannot fail to see that the power which has saved
England from corruption is the recognition by the country
at large of Christian principles. The Evangelical Revival
brought it home to the man in the street that Christianity
is not an official church, nor an ideal for only the few,
but is a personal relationship between man and God. Ever
since then, Christian principles have been gradually develop-
ing the public conscience of Britain. Though we are still
learning them, and have not yet learned to apply them
to international relationships, yet we are amazingly nearer
to recognizing the essential equality of all men than we
were even fifty years ago. The power that has saved
Britain's public life in such large measure from corruption
can save India from the same evil, although, just as it
"has been a slow process with Britain, it may be expected
to be even slower in an immense country like India. But
that is no reason for delay or discouragement. Where
Christ comes in, corruption will go out, and the better
and nobler sides of India's character provide us with a
hope that she may one day lead the nations of the East in
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